CHOI
JUN KUN

Choi Jun Kun was born in 1965 on Jeju Island in South Korea.

Seen from afar, Choi Jun Kun’s paintings appear to be black dots
scattered here and there on white canvases. However, they are more like
a set of geometric figures. Their arrangement seems sometimes orderly,
sometimes archaic. The base of each figure is blurred like a shadow. The
effect is reminiscent of midday light with its short shadows. The whole thing
creates a strange sensation of presence and floating. The artist covers the
canvases with white before sanding them. The operation is repeated dozens
of times. Then he takes a fine brush soaked in Indian ink and paints over it.
The eye is struck by the importance of the void.

Choi Jun Kun’s landscape consists of several paintings, or a single
painting. Together they represent a part of the coastline of Jeju Island in
South Korea, but they can also evoke, in a way, the inner landscape of the
artist as well as that of the viewer who looks at the work.

Choi’s painting erases the presence of objects at the same time as it
allows them to exist. In this contradiction, the rocks have lost their existence
as such, but they claim their blackness. White, in the same way, is no longer
sky or sea, but only the colour white. Thus, blackness becomes a rock and
white a landscape. His painting is thus between the two achromatic colours.
In contrast to his previous works, his works are more concise and simple. This
simplicity is the consequence of the power of the time that has passed.
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